
Best Trapping Practices

COYOTE LIVE CAPTURE
NECK SNARE
RELAXING CABLE

RECOMMENDED TRAPPING PRACTICES
AND SNARING SYSTEM COMPONENTS AND DESIGN

Live capture neck snare (LCNS), cable restraint or relaxing cable are all terms to identify the 
same device which is a cable used to capture and hold an animal by the neck with the objec-
tive of maintaining it alive while minimizing injuries during the contention time period.
 
They are used in several parts of North America to live capture coyotes for different reasons, 
mainly where there is a risk of incidental capture of non-target species such as domestic 
dogs, livestock and big game species. 

Properly built and set, the LCNS allows for the releasing of non target animals and, if neces-
sary, of target species with minimal harm. 

Ongoing recent trap research programs in Canada and the USA involving government agen-
cies, veterinarians, trappers, trap manufacturers have permitted to identify different charac-
teristics that will permit to achieve these goals for the capture of coyotes. This document is 
identifying these different components that trap research results have confi rmed as to be the 
basic ones in order to minimize injuries and stress to captured animals.

Since capture effi ciency and selectivity are related to local fi eld conditions and wildlife spe-
cies, and therefore can vary from one region to the other, we recommend that you consult 
your provincial or state wildlife agencies and trappers association to learn about the best 
applicable setting techniques in your trapping area.

SNARE CABLE (AVIATION CABLE)• 

- Strand Construction: single 1 × 19 or 1 × 7, multi 7 × 7 or 7 × 19;
- Diameter: 1/8” or 3/32”. If too small, it will increase possibility of injuries and chewing 
   by coyote (escape).

LOCKS• 
- Relaxing models, e.g.: Micro Lock, Penny (90-Degree Bend Washer Lock), Kaatz
    Relax-a-Lock, Berkshire Washer Lock, Slim Lock, Reichart™ Washer Lock, No. 4
    Gregerson™ Lock, BMI™ Slide Free Lock;
- Passively non-powered activated (by the animal itself);
- No Powered assisted locks (e.g. Ram Power Snare, Stinger Spring, Amberg Spring).

CABLE LOOP•  (FIGURES 1, 3)

- Size (diameter) minimum 10” (25 cm), maximum 12” (30 cm);
- Height from the ground to the bottom part of the loop: 10” (25 cm);
- Deer Stop (to prevent capture by a leg): single ferrule cramped on cable to allow
     a closed loop at 2 ½” (6 cm) diameter.

SWIVEL• 

- Install swivel number 1 on the cable as close as possible to the end of the 10 to 12”  
    (25 to 30 cm) diameter snare loop; (FIGURES 1, 4)
- Install swivel number 2 at the end of the cable extension on the fi xed anchoring 
   point. Cable extension must be as short as possible; (FIGURES 1, 4)
- Captured animal must be able to circle (360°) freely around the fi xed anchoring   
   point. (FIGURES 4, 5, 6)

EXTENSION TO THE SNARE CABLE•  (FIGURE 2)

Must be as short as possible to prevent a whipping action when the coyote in move-
ment hits the full extension of the cable. This reduces the risk of injury and possible 
cable entanglement resulting in death. (FIGURE 4)

ANCHORING POINT• 

Snare cable or extension cable has to be attached to a solid (fi xed) anchoring point 
directly by a swivel. The cable MUST be able to freely turn around the anchoring
point. (FIGURES 4, 5, 6)

For ground stake, it should be a metal rod of 30” (75 cm). In loose substrate, use a 
double one. Ground cable anchor (e.g. Berkshire, Finned) and solid tree can also be 
used as anchors. 

ENTANGLEMENT OF THE CABLE• 

There MUST BE NO entanglement of the snare or extension cable. The swivel(s) 
MUST be able to function freely during the captive time period. (FIGURE 4)

BREAKAWAY DEVICE (BIG GAME AND LIVESTOCK)•  (FIGURES 2, 3)

An appropriate breakaway component is added to allow self releasing of non-target 
species. Check appropriate resistance per species.
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 Check with the authorities in charge of wildlife to confi rm regulations related to trap use in your trapping area
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FIGURE 1

10” (25 cm)

FIGURE 3Loop Stops: It is fi xed at 8” 
(20.5 cm) from the lock hole and 
keeps the loop from closing less 
than 2 ½ Ø. This allows a deer 
captured by the leg to escape.  

Maximum Loop Stop:
38” (96.5 cm) - (12” (30 cm) Ø loop)

36” (91 cm) - (10” (25 cm) Ø loop) 

Ferrule
(Deer foot stop)

Breakaway

2 ½”

No. 9 gauge support: Bending the wire twice before inserting into 
the ground gives additional strength and stability to the support. 
It must fall on the ground once the animal captured.

No. 9 gauge
support wire

Swivel 1

Swivel 2

8” (20.5 cm)

Relaxing lock

Breakaway

No. 9 gauge support wire

Snare supports
options:

Whammy

Short piece
of vinyl tubing

Twist On

FIGURE 2
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Ferrule

(6.4 cm)

 Check with the authorities in charge of wildlife to confi rm regulations related to trap use in your trapping area

10 to 12”
(25 to 30 cm)
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! NO ENTANGLEMENT OF CABLE                      SWIVELS MUST ALWAYS BE FUNCTIONAL

FIGURE 4

No obstacle in catch circle to avoid
any entanglement of cable and

maintain swivelling action.

 Cable must move freely (360°)
around anchoring point.

Fixed
anchoring point

Extension cable
as short as possible

Swivel 2 

Ground Stake

Swivel 1 

FIGURE 5

FIGURE 6

FIXED ANCHORING ONLY

No branches
up to 5’ (1 m 52) 
from the ground 

No. 8
Barrell Swivel

Solid Tree Anchor

Catch Circle
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Loose wire, 
so swivel
can circle 

freely around 
the tree

 Check with the authorities in charge of wildlife to confi rm regulations related to trap use in your trapping area
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MICRO LOCK, 90-DEGREE BEND WASHER LOCK (PENNY LOCK), BERKSHIRE LOCK,
KAATZ RELAX-A-LOCK AND SLIM LOCK 

SNARE + SET CHARACTERISTICS 

3/32” diameter 7 • × 7 or 1 x 19 weave cable (both loop and extension).

Devices of a total of 6’ (1.85 m) in length composed of two parts: a 38” (96.5 cm) • catch loop cable and a 34” (86.5 cm) extension cable. 

A fi rst No. 8 barrel swivel placed between the loop and extension • cables, 38” (96.5 cm) from the cable loop end (to create a maximum catch 
loop diameter of 12” (30 cm)).

A second•  No. 9 wire end swivel attached for staking.

A ferrule stop placed 8” (20.5 cm) from the cable end loop to create• 
a 2.5” (6.4 cm) diameter loop stop (deer stop). 

A breakaway ferrule clamped on the cable end (behind the lock) • and designed to break at 350 lb.

Vinyl tubing as the snare support collar. • 

Bottom of cable loop set between 9-12” (23-30 cm) from the ground or • packed snow.

Source: Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, USA
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COYOTE LIVE CAPTURE NECK SNARES MEETING AIHTS* REQUIREMENTS
DESCRIPTION OF COMPONENTS 

Micro Lock 90-Degree Bend 
Washer Lock
(Penny Lock)

Berkshire
Washer Lock

Kaatz Relax-a-Lock Slim Lock

*Agreement on International Humane Trapping Standards

 Check with the authorities in charge of wildlife to confi rm regulations related to trap use in your trapping area
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