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Letting your dog off-leash in wildlife habitat is taking 
a chance. The kindest thing you can do for your pet is 
to keep it on a leash and within sight at all times.

During a walk outdoors, it can be tempting to let 
your dog roam freely. However, this can expose your 
pet to various and commonplace dangers:

Even normally obedient dogs may forget some of their 
training in unfamiliar surroundings, when enticed to attractive 
scents or upon confronting wildlife.  Also, if not under your 
control and protection, your dog may feel threatened which 
could lead to an attack on a human or another animal.

In most municipalities and on crown land it is illegal to let 
your dog run off-leash. You need the owner’s permission to 
enter private property. 
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• It may wander or chase wildlife and waterfowl and 
become lost; 

• It may cause or be the victim of a road accident;  

• It may encounter and be wounded by another animal 
(for example, a porcupine, coyote, fisher);  

• It may be exposed to animal carrying diseases such 
as Giardiasis (beaver fever), rabies or poisonous 
plants such as poison ivy;  

• It may be accidently caught in a lawfully set trap;

Potential Dangers if you dog is off-leash

Do not hesitate to contact our organization for more 
information: Fur Institute of Canada www.fur.ca

Special thanks to Ontario Fur Managers Federation 
www.furmanagers.com and Fédération des Trappeurs 
Gestinnaires du Quebec www.ftgq.qc.ca

Thanks also go to the Trappers Association of Nova 
Scotia and Nova Scotia Natural Resources and to the 
Newfoundland and  Labrador  Wildlife Division.

The best prevention is to keep your dog on a leash, 
within sight and to remain on well-used paths and 
roadways.

• Find out if trapping is allowed in the area in which 
you and your dog are walking. 

• Keep control of your dog at all times and do not 
allow your dog to run “at large.” 

• If you encounter a trap or snare, carefully leave the 
area to avoid other traps that may be in the vicinity. 

• Do not disturb any trap or snare and the 
surrounding area in which the trap or snare is set. It 
is illegal to do so.

The Best Way to Keep your Dog Safe

Trapping is legal and is carried out in all parts of the 
country, both in urban and rural areas. Trapping is 
regulated to ensure humane capture without cruelty to 
animals.

Most provinces and municipalities do not require signs 
or warnings to be posted when/where traps are set. 

Traps also can be set in water, in rivers and streams — 
especially near banks. So always check the area before 
allowing your dog to swim.

When and where is trapping practiced?

There are several benefits associated with trapping:
• It reduces the risk of spreading diseases and parasites 

(e.g., rabies, sarcoptic mange, distemper, etc.);
• It reduces the problems of predation on farm 

animals, pets and vulnerable wildlife;
• It limits damages to private as well as public 

infrastructure  (road or woodlot flooding caused by 
beavers, agricultural drains clogged by muskrats, 
etc.);

• It enables wildlife research;
• It maintains a traditional activity and an economy 

based on a natural renewable resource.
• Did you know? In Canada more pets and wildlife 

are hit and killed by cars than caught in traps. 

Some interesting facts about trapping
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